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Deportation to death. In memory of Gani Rama

Gani Rama was murdered in broad daylight and in the open street in Priština on July 20, 2019. The 
crime was filmed by surveillance cameras and the perpetrator was identified: a Kosovo Albanian 
nationalist who wore his beliefs as a tattoo, a two-parted Albanian eagle (presumably for the Albanian 
people divided into Albania and Kosovo), on his chest. According to unofficial information, the 
perpetrator was released from prison after six months.

Gani Rama fled to Germany after the bombing of Yugoslavia in 1999. Here he met his wife, who had 
been living in Germany since 1990. The couple had five daughters. In January 2010, Gani Rama was 
arrested for the first time and deported to the newly founded state of Kosovo. 

There he fared very badly. He was homeless and beaten up several times. When Roma Center visited 
him in Priština in 2010 and 2012, he told us about threats and beatings by Kosovo Albanians. 
Because he was attacked so often, he was convinced that one day he would be killed. A neighbor 
threatened him, "If I see you on the street again, I will kill you." Gani went to the police, but got no 
help there, only threats that he would be locked up if he complained again.

Even in his efforts to obtain a residence permit in Germany, he repeatedly emphasized that his life 
would be in danger if he were deported. The authorities did not believe him. He never received a 
residence permit and was only tolerated.1

Germany, along with NATO, had supported the war waged by Kosovo Albanian nationalists and their 
paramilitary organization, the UÇK, the so-called Kosovo Liberation Army, for the secession of Kosovo 
from Yugoslavia. After the war and the withdrawal of the Yugoslav army, ethnic cleansing began 
immediately. They involved torture, rape, murder, and mass looting and destruction, which NATO 
soldiers stood idly by. By March 2000 alone, some 15,000 Roma homes had been looted and burned. 
After the expulsion of 150,000 Roma from Kosovo, the houses and properties that were not destroyed 
were occupied by Albanians. The Roma rarely get their property back.

1The Duldung („toleration“) is not a residence title, but the (temporary) "suspension of deportation", which is usually 
issued for 3 months and means a life in permanent residence insecurity. Some Roma live with toleration for many 
years or even decades. This is then referred to as chain toleration.
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Gani Rama’s family was also expelled, their house destroyed. The Roma were expelled even though - 
or because - they did not support any of the warring parties. Thus, they were each suspected of 
supporting the enemy. That Germany was partly responsible for this situation by supporting NATO 
and the UÇK is a fact that is largely ignored politically to this day. The fact that the displaced persons 
have not been given a safe stay here to this day is also untenable because the Kosovo Albanian 
nationalists still keep lists on which Roma are listed, and this has been Gani Rama's fate. From our 
counseling practice we know that other clients of ours are also listed. They, too, are only tolerated 
and thus have no secure residence.

Because he was not safe in Kosovo and wanted to be with his family, he returned to Germany after his 
first deportation. He suffered from life-threatening tuberculosis and remained in hospital for several 
months, while on April 12, 2011, his wife and their daughters were deported. After being discharged 
from the hospital, Gani was also deported again. The family lived in dire conditions in Kosovo. Gani's 
health remained poor as his treatment was cut short by the deportation. Another attempt was made to 
live in safety - the family came back to Germany. On May 24, 2017, Gani was again deported to 
Kosovo. He never saw his family again.

In their asylum procedures and efforts to stay, Roma told about their traumatic experiences in the war. 
They were not believed by the authorities. The experiences of war have traumatized many Roma. That 
is bad enough. The fact that these experiences are not believed and that they have to remain in a 
situation of permanent insecurity for years and decades means that they continue to experience the 
traumatization and can never come to terms with it.

Fake news and hate speech on the Internet have also contributed to the scapegoating of Gani Rama 
through racist stereotypes and age-old stigmatizations. For example, the newspaper Dardania Press 
posted on Facebook that Kosovar police were classifying Gani Rama as a collaborator with the Serbs. 
In doing so, it published a photo of his ID card. There was no response to the Roma Center's inquiries 
to the Kosovar police and the German Embassy in Priština. The spread of such fake news feeds the 
already virulent racism against Roma among Kosovo Albanians. The extent to which these 
circumstances led to his murder must be investigated. In any case, the false allegations about Gani 
Rama have led to hate speech against him and Roma in general, as the Roma Center regularly notes 
on its own online pages. 

Many Roma are both psychologically and physically ill due to the traumatic war experiences and the 
structural, institutional and everyday discrimination they constantly experience. Thus, Gani Rama was 
also severely traumatized by war. Despite the severe mental illness and chronic tuberculosis, Gani 
Rama was deported.

Kosovo was declared a "safe country of origin" by the German government. This means that it is 
basically assumed that no one is persecuted in these countries. As a result, virtually all asylum 
applications from people from these countries are rejected, and deportations are now even easier. The 
situation of Roma there has not been taken into account in the classification. The Roma Center has 
made many research trips to the so-called safe countries of origin over the past ten years. Unlike 
official delegations of the German government, we come into contact with the actual living 
conditions of Roma, and not with the embellished situation presented by officials there. The Roma 
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Center has published the results in numerous reports showing the real situation of deported Roma. 
UNICEF has also consistently noted in its reports how dire the situation is for Roma in countries 
classified as "safe." According to UNICEF, a large proportion of deported Roma children never attend 
school again and many of them carry suicidal thoughts. During the research trips, we found that the 
situation of Roma has worsened over the years. We have to conclude that Roma are not safe there.

High-ranking former members of the UÇK, who fought for Kosovo's secession from Yugoslavia, 
entered politics after the war. In 2020, several of them were arrested. Among them was Kosovo's 
president, Hashim Thaçi, who was still in office at the time. They are currently on trial before the 
Kosovo Special Chambers in The Hague for war crimes and crimes against humanity. Among other 
things, Thaçi is accused of responsibility for about 100 murders of Roma, Serbs and political 
opponents during the 1998-1999 war.

Regular deportations of Roma to Kosovo and the other Western Balkan countries continue to take 
place. Even during the Corona crisis, there was no exception. In 2020, for example, an elderly couple 
from Baden-Württemberg was deported while their entire family lives in Germany. The chronically ill 
husband died after four months in Kosovo. They are just one example of many.

On 13 June 1999, the systematic ethnic cleansing of Roma in Kosovo began—under the eyes of the 
international organisations present in the country.

Together with many international Roma organisations, we demand:

The recognition of the ethnic cleansing by Germany and the other NATO countries involved.

The recognition of 13 June as an international day of remembrance for the displaced Roma from 
Kosovo.

We call for an immediate halt to deportations and an unconditional right to stay for Roma in 
Germany!
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