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Objection to the planned route of the S21 railway line

Göttingen, 19 Juni 2024

Dear Madam or Sir,

We are writing to you as representatives of the Roma of Europe on the occasion of the planned 
routing of the S21 railway line. In accordance with Section 18a (4) sentence 1 AEG in conjunc-
tion with Section 21 (1), (2) and (5) UVPG, we hereby raise an objection to the plan. The reali-
sation of the plan would permanently damage the memorial to the Sinti and Roma of Europe 
murdered under National Socialism in the form created by the artist Dani Karavan and would 
severely impair the opportunity for the Sinti and Roma of Europe to mourn their murdered rela-
tives and ancestors for years to come. At the same time, its function as the central memorial site 
in Europe (!), where the genocide of our people is commemorated, would not be usable for com-
memorative events and visitors for years, if at all.

Many of our people who were murdered during the National Socialist era have been denied a 
grave. They were gassed in death camps, shot in forests and buried in mass graves. Our 
memorial in Berlin is the place where we mourn the dead without graves. The memorial is their 
symbolic grave and a European monument. The Roma of Europe come here to mourn. We have 
no state and no large institutions to represent us. The memorial is the place that connects us to 
history.

During the Nazi era, an estimated 1.5 million Roma and Sinti were murdered, the majority of 
them in the territories occupied by Nazi Germany and its allies. The genocide of the Roma in 
Europe has never been recognised or even researched in its full dimension, neither in Germany 
nor in other countries. There are hardly any institutions, there are hardly any memorial sites 
where the public is informed about the crimes committed against our people. The memorial is 
one of the few places where this happens and must be preserved in its dual function as a place of 
remembrance and mourning and as a place of warning and education.

We cannot forget the genocide against our people. The majority population can certainly do so, 
provided they know about the genocide against Roma and Sinti at all. The memorial is a place 
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where visitors can learn from history. „It’s the moral obligation of the German People to find an 
alternative solution for the itinerary of the S21 line and make sure this sacred monument is not 
touched.", as Noa Karavan, the architect's daughter, wrote in a petition to preserve the memorial.

The handling of the memorial, which stands in the heart of Berlin's government district, from 
where the extermination was planned, shows that this warning and appeal remains a bitter 
necessity. The treatment of the memorial and the representatives of the Roma and Sinti shows a 
complete ignorance of the historical responsibility of Germany, but also of Deutsche Bahn as the 
successor to the Reichsbahn, which played a major role in the deportation of our people and the-
refore has a moral obligation.

The memorial must not be touched. It must be preserved in its current overall composition crea-
ted by Dani Karavan. The composition includes the basin with the flower, the stones with the 
names of central places of extermination, the meadow and the trees as well as the violin sound as 
an acoustic element. "The trees are an integral part of the memorial and an essential element of 
the atmosphere I wanted to create," sayd Karavan. Anyone who has ever been to the memorial 
knows how central the forest is to the atmosphere. Many of Europe's persecuted Roma fled to 
the forests to seek refuge from extermination. For us, the trees around the memorial symbolise 
this place of protection. Sacrificing the trees would not only be an intrusion into a complete work 
of art, but also an act of irreverence towards the persecuted and murdered, the survivors and 
their descendants. The Sinti and Roma of Europe.

When Deutsche Bahn's plans to destroy the memorial became public, numerous Roma and 
human rights organisations, educational and memorial sites as well as many other initiatives, 
associations, organisations and individuals from Germany, Europe and the world signed our 
statement in favour of preserving the memorial. https://ran.eu.com/pressemitteilung-das-
mahnmal-bleibt-by-any-means-necessary/

https://ran.eu.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/DasMahnmalbleibt_e.pdf

The currently planned route is not without alternatives. We urge you to stop the construction 
project in its current form and choose a route that does not affect our memorial.

The memorial must be preserved in its current form, including the trees.

Visits to the memorial must be guaranteed at all times.

Yours sincerely

Initial signatories:

Bundes Roma Verband e.V.  • Roma Center e.V./ Roma Antidiscrimination Network • Romani-
Phen e.V. • Romani Kafava e.V. • Rom e.V. • With Wings and Roots e.V. • save space e.V. • 
Romano Than e.V. • Duisburger Sinti Verein • Queer Roma • Roma Trial e.V. • Carmen e.V. • 
Pro Sinti und Roma e.V.
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